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Program Highlights and Information  

 
Registration, Breakfast and Exhibitor Showcase  8:00-8:45 
   
Opening Remarks           8:50-9:15 
       
Session 1 Workshop                       9:20-10:20 
 
Session 2 Workshop           10:25-11:25 
 
Lunch and Exhibitor Showcase                    11:30-12:15 
 
Session 3 Workshop             12:20-1:20 
 

Exhibitor Showcase               1:20-1:35 

 
Closing Remarks and Raffles                  1:35 
 
 
i Please be sure to wear your nametag at all times; the 

nametag is your entrance into each workshop session. 
i Please be sure to write down your thoughts regarding the 

conference. Your ideas, compliments and constructive 
criticisms are welcomed and will be used to plan the 2011 
Regional Conference. Boxes for the completed forms are 
located near the registration table. 

i Please take the time to visit the fabulous vendor exhibits. 
i Thank you for your participation in this yearôs Regional 

Conference.  We hope you find the sessions both exciting 
and worthwhile.  Have a good end to your school year! 

 
JoAnn Thomasson and Eileen Angelini 
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2010  1
st

 Vice-President  JoAnn Thomasson  
   2

nd
 Vice-President Eileen Angelini 

 

COMMITTEES 
 
Exhibits     Eileen Angelini 
 
Facilities     JoAnn Thomasson 
       
WNYFLEC Membership  Mark Critelli 
 
Registration    Mark Critelli 
 
Newsletter     Amanda Repasky 
 

Mailing     JoAnn Thomasson 
      Ellen Connell 
      Amanda Repasky 
 
Program     JoAnn Thomasson 

(with thanks to Michael Thomasson  
for design assistance) 

 
Raffle Prizes Various Exhibitors and 

WNYFLEC Board 
 

 
 
We are always looking for sub-committee members for this, our largest 
event.  If you are interested in helping out in one of the above areas, or 
in any other manner for next yearôs Regional Conference, please 
contact JoAnn Thomasson at jthomasson@wnyflec.org. Planning will 

begin this summer. 
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Map of Hamburg High School  

 

Map of Hamburg High School 
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Exhibitors 
 
 

AAA School Supply 

Amsco School Publications, Inc. 

Casterbridge Tours 

Castle Software, Inc. 

Houghton Mifflin Harcourt 

Learning By Design 

The Legend Group 

Pearson Curriculum Group (Prentice Hall) 

Proficiency Press Co. 

Travelogs International, Inc. 

World of Reading, Ltd. 
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Workshop Chart 
Session I 
9:20-10:20 

 

Session II 
10:25-11:25 

Session III 
12:20-1:20 

Keeping Students Active and 
Interested 
 
 
Room 216 
Kellie Williamson 

**Language Rock ï Music for 
French and Spanish 
 
 
Room 216 
Dr. Eileen Angelini 

**Incorporating Music in the 
Classroom 
 
 
Room 216 
Bob Hughes 

Heritage Language 
Education: Myths and 
Realities 
 
 
Room 214 
Dr. Michael Vermy, 
Dr. William White 

The Influence of the French 
Explorers in WNY  
 
 
 
 
Room 214 
Brenda Benzin 

Unifying Lesson Plans in 
LOTE Instruction 
 
 
 
 
Room 214 
Dr. William White 

Virtual Study Abroad 
 
 
 
Room 212 
Marta Rizzo, Kelly Lisowski  

Colombia in Your Classroom! 
 
 
 
Room 212 
Laura Kowal 

Colombia in Your Classroom! 
 
 
 
Room 212 
Laura Kowal 

QuestGarden and the 
Creation of LOTE Webquest 
Communities 
 
 
Room 211 
Dr. Mark Warford & Foreign 
Language Education Students 

**Using Castle Learning for 
Content Review and 
Assessment in Foreign 
Languages 
 
 
Room 211 
Scott Fischer  

**Using Castle Learning for a 
Personal Database of 
Questions 
 
 
 
Room 211 
Scott Fischer  

Un Viaje a Perú ï Part I 
 
 
 
 
Room 210 
Debbie Carlson 

Un Viaje a Perú ï Part II 
 
 
 
 
Room 210 
Debbie Carlson 

Milking Each Minute: Bright 
Beginnings and Elegant 
Endings 
 
 
Room 210 
Bill Heller 

Give One, Get One  
 
 
 
 
Room 209 
Sheri Green 

Take Your Class to the Web! 
 
 
 
 
Room 209 
Peggy Lucero 

Culture in the Classroom  
 
 
 
 
Room 209 
Kristina Strauss 

 

** indicates exhibitor/publisher session  
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Workshops  Session 1 
 

Title: Keeping Students Active and Interested 
 
Room: 216      Presenter: Kellie Williamson 
 
Overview Looking for ways to get students talking and thinking in the TL?  Need new ways for 
follow-up activities? Come to this workshop to see some tried and true ways of motivating your 
students to stay on top of the TL.  Examples will be given in both French and in Spanish. 
 
 

Title:  Heritage Language Education: Myths and Realities 
 
Room:  214      Presenters:  Dr. Michael Vermy,  

Dr. William White 
 
Overview:  This session is intended to examine current practices and future possibilities in 
Heritage Language (HL) programs.  Particularly, the presenters will explore the myths and 
realities of HL education while also proposing guiding criteria that can inform HL mission 
statements and curricula. 
      
 

Title:  Virtual Study Abroad 
 
Room:  212      Presenters: Marta Rizzo, Kelly Lisowski 

Overview:  Have you ever wished you could take your students on a study abroad program? 
Even if it's not possible to do a real program, you can take them on a virtual one! Learn how to 
use resources such as former students, your ñEurotrashò, DVDs and the Internet to create a 
study abroad experience. Examples will be given in Spanish and Italian, but are applicable to 
any language or level.  

 
Title:  QuestGarden and the Creation of LOTE Webquest Communities    

 
Room:  211      Presenters: Dr. Mark Warford &  
       Foreign Language Education Students 
 
Overview:  QuestGarden presents a user-friendly environment for the creation of engaging 
WebQuests. This session will offer participants guidance in the major features of LOTE 
WebQuest construction and share exemplars in a variety of languages. Toward the end of the 
session, we will discuss the creation of an on-line community for LOTE teachers to collaborate 
in the creation and dissemination of WebQuests through QuestGarden. 
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Title:  Un viaje a Perú ï Part I 
 
Room: 210      Presenter:  Deb Carlson  
 
Overview:  Take a trip to Peru without leaving Buffalo!  This immersion workshop, conducted in 
Spanish, begins with a tour of Incan ruins in Lima and continues with a journey from "La Costa" 
to "La Sierra".  Explore a Spanish monastery and the geography of Arequipa (city south of Lima) 
ending with a trek into the Andes mountains.  Participants will receive a DVD for classroom use. 
 
 

Title:  Give One, Get OneI 
 
Room: 209      Presenter:  Sheri Green  
 
Overview:  Getting tired of the same activities and games in class?  Bring in the instructions for 
one (or more) of your favorite activities, and receive back several new ideas in return!  Give an 
idea, get an idea!  This is a great way to use your LOTE colleagues as the ultimate game 
resource. 
 

 

Workshops Session 2 

 
Title:  Language Rock ï Music for French and Spanish 

 
Room:  216      Presenter: Dr. Eileen Angelini  
         
Overview:  This session is designed for foreign language teachers who want to have extra-
animated fun in the classroom!  Via songs that use popular styles of music from rap and club 
dance to rock and blues to cover specific grammatical and thematic structures in your French 
and Spanish classroom from Étienne, students will be singing, dancing and inductively learning 
les verbs, pronouns and much more.  Let me share with you exciting songs and ideas that you'll 
be able to use the day after the workshop.  For a preview, visit www.wor.com!  
**Exhibitor/Publisher session. 

 
 

Title: The Influence of the French Explorers in WNY 
 

Room: 214       Presenter:  Brenda Benzin 
 
Overview:  Do you remember learning about the French explorers when you were in school? 
Why were they so important? Come to this presentation and reacquaint yourself with LaSalle 
and Hennepin as well as some others, such as Tonti and the Joncaires! What was the 
importance of the French forts to what is now the United States, especially Old Fort Niagara? 
This area is a gem of Franco-American history!  Participants will receive a packet of materials. 

http://www.wor.com/
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Title:  Colombia in Your Classroom! 
 

Room: 212 Presenter: Laura Kowal 

Overview:  This workshop provides an overview of the geography, culture and products of 
Colombia.  Participants will be given ideas and materials to ñbeef-upò their lessons on Latin 
America.  Real-life examples and ñfreebiesò will be given! 

 
Title:  Using Castle Learning for Content Review and Assessment in Foreign Languages 

 
Room: 211       Presenter:  Scott Fischer 
 
Overview:  Castle Learning provides an online technology-driven tool to review and test 
students in comprehension of reading, grammar, listening and vocabulary relating to many units 
(example: greetings, travel, food, family, leisure and more). The instant grading and assessment 
determines strengths and weaknesses which saves teachers time.  Castle Learning also 
includes the past Regents Exams for access by teachers and/or students.  **Exhibitor/Publisher 
session. 
 

 
Title:  Un viaje a Perú ï Part II 

 
Room: 210      Presenter:  Deb Carlson  
 
Overview:  Continue your Spanish immersion experience ringing in the New Year with "La 
Noche Vieja" in an Andean pueblo.  Rich in ancient cultural tradition, it's a New Year's Eve like 
no other.  Explore the Colca Valley in search of the condor and enjoy the beautiful landscapes 
found only in Peru. Participants will receive a DVD for classroom use.   
 
 

Title: Take Your Class to the Web! 
 
Room:  209      Presenter: Peggy Lucero 
 

Overview: Have students take quizzes, complete homework and interact with each other and 
you via an extension of your classroom on the web.  
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Workshops Session 3 
 

Title:  Incorporating Music in the Classroom 
 
Room:  216 Presenter:  Bob Hughes 
 
Overview:    YOU DO NOT NEED TO BE ABLE TO SING TO BENEFIT FROM THIS 
WORKSHOP!  Using materials from Holt McDougalôs Avancemos, Discovering French 
Nouveau, and Bien Dit!, participants will see how the additional dimension of music enhances 
learning in the LOTE classroom.  Vocabulary and grammar concepts in song and rap format 
reinforce student learning.  **Exhibitor/Publisher session. 

 
 

Title: Unifying Lesson Plans in LOTE Instruction 
 

Room:  214 Presenter: Dr. William White  
 
Overview:  This session is intended to explore the creation of standards- and research-based 
lesson plans that use spiraling and recursive techniques to provide the input needed for 
successful language acquisition. 
 
 

Title:  Colombia in Your Classroom! 
 

Room:  212 Presenter: Laura Kowal 

Overview:  This workshop provides an overview of the geography, culture and products of 
Colombia.  Participants will be given ideas and materials to ñbeef-upò their lessons on Latin 
America.  Real-life examples and ñfreebiesò will be given! 

 
Title Using Castle Learning for a Personal Database of Questions 

 
Room:  211       Presenter:  Scott Fischer 
 
Overview:  Castle Learning provides all teachers the flexibility to create or use their own 
database of questions for review and testing of students. The site permits the design of multiple 
choice, fill-in, personal vocabulary flashcards and constructive response questions, plus a 
document attachment feature. The advanced editor allows insertion of images imbedded in a 
question and the option for instant instructional feedback to students.  **Exhibitor/Publisher 
session. 
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Title: Milking Each Minute: Bright Beginnings and Elegant Endings 
 
Room:  210      Presenter: Bill Heller 
 
Overview:  Take advantage of every minute with simple techniques for beginning and ending 
each class.  Learn and share ideas for warm-up ñbellringerò activities and flexible ñspongeò 
activities that can be adapted to any level or topic.  Consider alternatives for efficiently dealing 
with homework, for managing potential time-wasting practices, and for preventing off-task 
behavior. 
 
 

Title:  Culture in the Classroom 
 

Room: 209      Presenter:  Kristina Strauss  
 
Overview:  Struggling to incorporate culture into your daily lessons? Learn strategies and 
gather activities to use in your classroom! Discover ways to make learning culture fun and 
rewarding! Attendees will receive materials and resources to starting using right away. Ideas will 
be geared toward Level 1 Spanish classes, but can be adapted to work for any level language 
classroom! 
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Our Workshop Presenters 
 
 
Eileen M. Angelini received her B.A. in French from Middlebury College and her M.A. and 
Ph.D. in French Studies from Brown University.  She is Professor of French at Canisius College 
and served as Chair of the Department of Modern Languages from 2006 to 2009.  Prior to 
Canisius College, Dr. Angelini was the Director of the Foreign Language Program and 
Associate Professor of Foreign Languages at Philadelphia University (1993-2006).  Dr. Angelini 
is the recipient of the 2008 AATF Dorothy Ludwig National Award for Outstanding Teacher of 
the Year at the University Level and the 2007 NYSAFLT Ruth E. Wasley Distinguished Teacher 
Award Post-Secondary. 
 
Brenda Benzin is a lifelong teacher of French. Most of her teaching was in the Ken-Ton 
Schools were she also served as District Chair for Foreign Languages. She has been teaching 
at Buffalo State College for eleven years and did teach at Canisius College for six years. Brenda 
was a founding member of WNYFLEC; she has held all positions in NYSAFLT from Board 
Member to President. She has served the American Association of Teachers of French (AATF) 
as Regional Representative and national Vice President, as well as being president of the WNY 
Chapter of AATF, and chair of National French Week Activities. 
 
Debbie Carlson is in her 10th year of teaching Spanish and French at Sweet Home Middle 
School.  She is currently NYSAFLT's 2nd VP and has previously held the offices of NYSAFLT 
Treasurer, NYSAFLT Regional Representative and WNYFLEC Treasurer.  In addition to 
teaching at SHMS, Debbie is an Adjunct FL Methods Professor at Canisius College and 
conducts tri-lingual tours (through Bedore Tours) of Niagara Falls during the summer.  She has 
written and published teaching materials for Poster Pals and has presented numerous 
workshops at both the regional and state levels. 
 
Scott Fischer, General Manager/Partner of Castle Sotfware, has been associated with online 
technology for over nine years.  Scott currently manages all the sales and staff development 
operations for Castle Software nationally from his Buffalo, New York office.  Since coming to 
Castle Software, the company has expanded across the country and tripled its workforce.  Scott 
is active in a number of professional and educational associations.  Prior to Castle Software, he 
worked designing early literacy profiles for elementary level educators. 
 
Sheri Green is currently teaching 8th grade French and Level I Russian at Hamburg.  She has 
studied abroad in Tours, France and traveled all over Europe. She served 8 years in the Army 
as a Russian and French Linguist, three of which were spent in Germany.  She has been 
deployed to Kosovo, Kuwait and various places in the U.S.  Her travels have also taken her to 
places in Europe, Africa, Mexico and the Caribbean.  
 
Bill Heller has taught at the elementary, secondary, community college and undergraduate 
levels over the past 32 years.   Presently, he teaches high school levels I ï VI in the Perry 
Central School District.   In addition, Bill is an adjunct lecturer at SUNY Geneseo where he 
teaches the LOTE methods course and an undergraduate Spanish Workshop course.  He has 
presented at many local, state, regional and national conferences.  He is a longtime member of 
WNYFLEC, NYSAFLT, NECTFL and ACTFL and has served as a Regional Director on the 
NYSAFLT Board. 
 
Bob Hughes is a retired Spanish teacher and department chair from the Fairport School District 
in the Rochester area.  He taught for 34 years, mainly at the junior high and middle school 
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levels.  Traveling to Madrid, Spain; spending a Christmas in Sevilla; and visiting Santiago, Chile 
and Quito, Ecuador enhanced his teaching experience.  Since retiring, Bob has been a World 
Languages Consultant for Holt McDougal publishers. 
 
Laura Kowal has visited Colombia and worked with Colombian adoptees in WNY.  She 
currently works with Baker Victory Services as a program coordinator for the FANA Host to 
Adopt Colombia program.  She was a Spanish/French teacher in public school as well as a pre-
school second language teacher.  She taught ESL in WNY and Poland and has volunteered 
with Journeysô End Refugee Services.   

Kelly Lisowski is currently a long-term substitute teaching Spanish at Frontier Middle School. 
She holds a bachelor's degree in Spanish-Secondary Education which she obtained from SUNY 
Fredonia. During her third year of college, she studied abroad in Sevilla, Spain for the Spring 
semester. She attended the La Universidad de Sevilla (the University of Seville) and took 
courses offered for foreign exchange students. She is pursuing her master's degree in TESOL 
(Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages) at SUNY Fredonia 

Peggy Lucero is currently a German teacher at Kenmore-Tonawanda UFSD. She is dually 
certified in German and Social Studies, has her MA in German from UB, BA in German and 
International Relations from SUNY New Paltz and lived and studied in Wuerzburg, Germany for 
two years. While completing her Masters she taught 7 semesters of 101/102 German, then 
taught history and German for 2 years at Lancaster High School followed by 3 years at Canisius 
High School. Peggy is also the President of the local WNY Chapter of the American Association 
of Teachers of German.  

Marta Rizzo is a teacher of Spanish, Italian and French at Frontier High School in Hamburg, 
NY. She has 27 years of teaching experience in LOTE and ESL. She holds a bachelor's degree 
from Fredonia in French and a master's degree from SUNY Buffalo in TESOL. She has studied 
in Grenoble, France, Cuernavaca, Mexico, and Florence, Milan and Siena in Italy.  

Kristina Strauss is a 7th and 8th grade Spanish teacher at Hamburg Middle School. She is 
currently the Treasurer of WNYFLEC, and a member of NYSAFLT. She earned her Bachelor's 
Degree in Education of Secondary Spanish at Niagara University, where she recently completed 
her Master's Degree in the Foundations of Teaching. Kristina studied abroad in Seville, Spain in 
the Fall of 2005, as well as the Summer of 2009. While in Spain this past summer, she attended 
a 2-week seminar on incorporating culture into daily lessons. Kristina is very excited to share all 
of the things she learned! 

Dr. Michael Vermy is an Assistant Professor at Buffalo State College.  Dr. Vermy comes to the 
Buffalo area from the University of California at Los Angeles where he received the Ph.D.in 
Romance Linguistics.  His primary area of research includes social aspects of language with 
particular interest given to language contact and maintenance. 
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Mark Warford, Ph.D. is Associate Professor of Spanish and Foreign Language Education at 
Buffalo State College. In addition to teaching at the college level, he has five years of K-12 
language teaching experience. Warford has published in the areas of language teacher 
development and socio-cultural theory. In addition to serving on the Board of Directors for 
NYSAFLT and WNYFLEC, he is a charter member of the Board of Reviewers for the ACTFL-
NCATE Standards for Foreign Language Teacher Education. The program he coordinates at 
Buffalo State is the first in the region to achieve National Recognition under these new 
guidelines. 
 
Dr. William White is an Assistant Professor of French and Foreign Language Education at 
Buffalo State College.  Dr. White has published several articles and one monograph on foreign 
language education and was recently named the AATFôs Friend of French for 2008-2009.   His 
primary areas of research, within foreign language education, include the generation of lesson 
plans that promote the activation of SLA processes and the role of culture in comprehending 
discourse, whether written or oral. 
 
Kellie Williamson is currently teaching at Amherst High School where she is department 
chairperson.  Throughout her 17 year career she has had the opportunity to teach at both the 
high school and middle school levels, in public and private settings as well as both in and out of 
NYS.  She credits her many teaching opportunities to her love and interest in always striving to 
find new ways to engage her students in the TL  She is a former Secondary Foreign Language 
Methods instructor at Niagara University.  She travels with her students to Quebec, every other 
year during the February break.  She is very excited to be presenting at WNYFLEC. 
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WNYFLEC would like to thank the following contributors of the 
door prizes: 

 

AAA School Supplies 

Tralco-Lingo Fun 

Eileen Angelini 

Ellen Connell 

 

 

 

 

 

AWARDS!!!  AWARDS!!!  AWARDS!!! 

 

WNYFLEC would also like to remind you to nominate a colleague or 

associate for a WNYFLEC Award! 

Nominations are due to WNYFLEC by March 25, 2010. Winners will be 

honored at our S.T.A.R. (Student, Teacher And Recognition) Awards 

Ceremony on June 2, 2010. 

For more information see any Board Member, or consult the website at 

www.wnyflec.org, under Awards & Contests. 

Good Luck! 

 

 

 

  

http://www.wnyflec.org/
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OUR ADVERTISING SPONSORS:  
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